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Where do these 

perceptions 

come from?





CFC’s Antimicrobial Use Strategy



• CFC AMU Strategy

– Drivers

– Development

– Elements

– Implementation

• Integration with the Pan-Canadian Framework on Antimicrobial 

Resistance and Use

– Veterinary oversight

• Public communication

– Retail, restaurant and consumers

• Hurdles & Actions to Address Challenges

Outline



• Represents Canada’s 2,800 chicken farmers

• CFC is comprised of a 14-member board

– 10 farmers

– 2 processors

– 1 further processor

– 1 restaurant representative

• CFC develops strategic direction and policy on production issues

– Food safety, animal care, antimicrobial use

Chicken Farmers of Canada



• Retailers and Restaurants

– Movement towards “Raised without the use of antibiotics” products

• US and Canada

– Investment groups mandating restaurants to curb the use of antibiotics in 

meat and poultry production

• Surveillance results (AMR and AMU)

– Highlighted key issues in the chicken sector

– To answer the public health threat on AMR

• Processors

– Seeking the elimination of preventive use of medically-important 

antimicrobials

• To maintain consumer confidence

Drivers



• Antimicrobial Use (AMU) and Antimicrobial 

Resistance (AMR) are key priorities

– CFC strategic plan (2014-2018)

• Implement an antibiotic reduction strategy

• Decrease the use of antibiotics of human importance

– CFC strategic plan (2019-2023)

• Implement CFC’s antibiotic reduction strategy

• Eliminate preventive use of Category II antibiotics by the end 

of 2018

• Work toward eliminating preventive use of Category III 

antibiotics by the end of 2020

• Collaborate with value-chain to modify management 

practices

Development: CFC is committed to AMU and AMR



• Included all value-chain stakeholders

• Key elements:

– Surveillance

– Research

– Reduction

– Education

• Objective:

– To proactively manage antimicrobial use to preserve effective treatment 

options and to provide continued confidence to government and consumers 

AMU Strategy Development - 2012



• Not a “Raised without the use of antibiotics” strategy

• CFC’s focus is on the preventive use of antibiotics of human 

importance

– Categories I, II and III

• Key objectives:

– To eliminate the preventative use of antibiotics of importance to humans

– To maintain the use of antibiotics for treatment 

– To maintain the use of ionophores (Category IV) and coccidiostats for 

prevention

– To sustainably meet customer expectations while protecting animal health

Reduction Strategy



Reduction Strategy

Review Best 
Management 

Practices

Quantify & 
Analyze 

Trends in 
AMU & AMR

Educate 
Stakeholders

Ensure 
Effective 

Controls of 
AMU in 
Canada

Research & 
Determine 

Availability of 
Alternative 

Products

Reduction Surveillance Stewardship Research & Innovation



• Since 2013, CFC has collaborated with the Public Health Agency 

of Canada on surveillance at the farm level

– For both antibiotic use and resistance

• Important to understand use patterns for policy development

• Important to understand the impact of our policies

– CIPARS demonstrates compliance and effectiveness                                 

of the Category I ban 

Surveillance



• Research funded through the Canadian Poultry Research 

Council and provincial research agencies

–Reduction of antimicrobial use has been made a priority

• Research areas:

–Evaluation of management practices throughout the supply chain 

(e.g. broiler breeders, hatcheries, broiler farms)

–Alternative products (e.g. feed additives, water acidification)

–Vaccines (e.g. Necrotic enteritis)

–Gut health 

– Impact of eliminating preventive use

Research



• CFC committee assembled to examine the possibilities of AMU 

reduction

– Members included farmers, feed mills, veterinarians, hatcheries, processors, 

and academia

– CFC performed a consultation with industry stakeholders on the feasibility 

and practicality of the committee’s recommendations

• Final report tabled with CFC Directors

Reduction: AMU Reduction Committee



• Phase 1 – Elimination of the preventive use of Category I 

antibiotics

– May 15, 2014

• Phase 2 – Elimination of the preventive use of Category II 

antibiotics

– End of 2018

• Phase 3 – Goal to eliminate the preventive use of Category III 

antibiotics

– End of 2020

– A re-assessment of this goal will occur in 2019

Phased Approach to AMU Reduction



CFC’s Raised by a Canadian Farmer On-Farm Food Safety Program

– Mandatory for 100% of farmers, with provincial enforcement

Implementation and Enforcement



• Producer meetings and publications

–Since 2011

–AMU Magazines

• On-line Production Videos

–Brooding practices

–Euthanasia

–Water quality

–Litter management

Key message: Work with your veterinarian, feed supplier and 

hatchery to assess opportunities

Producer Communication



Integration with the Pan-Canadian 

Framework on AMR and AMU



• CFC strategy works in conjunction with the Pan-Canadian 

Framework on AMR and AMU

– Surveillance, Stewardship, Infection Prevention and                                 

Control, and Research & Innovation

• New Regulations/Policies

– Increased veterinary oversight (Dec 1, 2018)

– Removal of Growth Promotion label claims

– Eliminating Own-Use importation of antibiotics

• Already a requirement in CFC On-Farm Food Safety Program

– Reporting of Antimicrobial Sales by total volume and species (beginning in 

2019)

Government Initiatives





• National AMU Steering Committee

– Includes all stakeholders (farmers, hatcheries, processors, veterinarians,                     

feed mills)

– Meet regularly to help achieve the strategy objectives

• Implementation and enforcement of the strategy

• Focus on quality improvements throughout the value chain

• To assess hurdles and opportunities

• Provincial AMU working groups

– Involvement of stakeholders at the provincial level to help guide implementation 

and overcome obstacles

CFC AMU Strategy and Health Canada Policy 

Implementation



Communication to Stakeholders





Letstalkchicken.ca

Consumer videos describing antibiotic use Consumer brochures







• Animal health and welfare 

– Mortality and morbidity

– Focus on management practices throughout the supply chain

• Gut Health

– Funding research projects (e.g. vaccines for Necrotic Enteritis)

• Availability of alternative products (e.g. probiotics with proper labels)

– CFIA and Health Canada have created a “gut modifier” category

• Comparing apples to apples

– “Raised without the use of antibiotics” definition different between Europe and 

North America

– Categorization of antibiotics differs between Canada and the USA

Actions to Address Implementation Challenges



Thank you for this opportunity!
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